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Probably no single material or group of materials has provoked so much discussion or controversy among engineers as the road
building asphalts. Engineers and paving technologists have written reams of technical papers and engaged in perennial arguments
among themselves and with the producers. Salesmen and the writers of advertising copy have not appreciably lessened the
confusion. One will search in vain through the literature of the Asphalt Institute for an answer to the question "What is wrong with
asphalt?

Seventeen years ago this September, a meeting of the justly famous Montana National Bituminous Conference was held in
Glacier Park. Mr. Emil Skarin, connected with the Crown Paving Company in Edmonton, Canada, made an observation and
expressed an opinion which has been echoed in one form or another by a great many engineers. Mr. Skarin stated that he had
been building pavements since 1905 but that in recent years it seemed impossible to lay pavements without cracks, using the same
methods and material, the only change being that in later years they had better equipment. Quoting Mr. Skarin, "We think that there
has been a gradual lowering of the asphaltic quality in asphalt, but materials men are not ready to admit this, and the test of the
asphalt have not shown any appreciable difference. So where is the trouble?" Mr. Skarin further stated, "In the early days asphalt
was made from California crude oils. To a certain extent we are using them now as well.... We now probably use more mid-
continental oil oil than we formerly used. Our methods of preparing mixes are very much the same.
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